“Wad’ah  education!”
So mumbled, the defeated prize
fighter as he stumbled to his
corner of the ring. His solace was that
the education revealed a weakness that
he thought he overcame years ago.
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The year has ended, and we are
on the cusps of another. We sailed up to
New York in the late spring, stayed in
Brooklyn until October and then sailed
back to the Eastern Caribbean. The hur-
ricane devastation in the northern Lee-
ward’s lengthened our fall voyage south
to Antigua. Our blog described most of
these voyages but in the grand journey
around the sun, I wonder what
“education” we learned this year. If the
answer is nothing, then life has dealt an
empty hand.
e
We were 600 miles from the
closest land and the main boom on Ka-
lunamoo broke in half, probably due to
metal fatigue. The mainsail could not be
used but the weather was fair, and the
seas were kind. Kalunamoo has two
masts so we still had three sails up to
propel us to our destination, Antigua.
We also had enough fuel to use both
engine and sails to keep us moving.
That’s the important thing isn’t
it? Keep moving. Whatever obstacles,
whatever roadblocks in our path, keep
moving, keep moving. Time abides by
that rule. We may perceive time as mov-
ing ever faster but that may be only a
manifestation of old age. I'm sure our
grandkids still enjoy long summers and
the endless wait for Christmas morning
but for us, our summers are too short,
and our days pass too quickly. Keep
moving, keep moving.
e
Caleigh and James, our two
youngest grandkids are in the beginning
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stages of formal education and adapting
well to their new family structure. All
members are well and continue to live

amiably. Michael, Timothy and Ryan, our
“middle” grandkids are developing into
the preteens and teens that we all re-
member as challenging times. We have
no doubt they are guided by loving par-
ents and will continue to develop into
successful young adults. Corey and
Shane, our college grandkids are success-
fully pursuing adulthood. No doubt they
all have learned things this past year that
will stay with them for many years.
e

We did keep moving and new
experiences were great teachers, but
books occupy a great deal of our time
aboard. Some notable books I read:
more details of Caribbean history and
insight to why the islands are the way
they are - The Sugar Barons, Caribs and If a
Pirate I must be..; the effects of Naval so-
nar on marine mammals and the Navy’s
justification of secrecy - War of the Whales,
what it takes to win a Noble Prize - Black
Hole Blues; and macroeconomics and ma-
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jor trends affecting our lives - Capital in
the 215 Century.

Maureen’s reads (besides fiction)
explored some details of World War II:
the devastating attacks of U-boats
against the Merchant Marine right off
the coast of the U.S. and Caribbean Sea
— The Mathews Men; breaking the Enigma
Code in London - The Secret Lives of Code-
breakers, the story of the women who
helped win the war in Oak Ridge, T.N -
The Girls of Atomic City; a true account of
a section of the U.S. Army in Europe
charged with finding and preserving the
art work of Hurope against Nazi destruc-
tion — The Monuments Men. Finally,
Maureen insists on mentioning Shadow
Divers -(thanks Dave) the true adventure
of two Americans who solved one of the
last mysteries of World War II.

A common theme in all these
reads is how much information is hidden
(like metal fatigue), purposely or other-
wise, at the time these events occurred; a
lesson we keep in mind today.

A noble objective of education
is to make sense of the world and to ena-
ble us to pass that sense to others. Ulti-
mately it serves to unite us and, arguably,
be “civilized”. At least that is what I be-
lieve. If the soap opera of daily life is the
only topic that supports civil conversa-
tions we have lost a great deal. Videos of
cats on YouTube are no substitute.

May your own “Wad’ah educa-
tion!” of experiences serve you well.
Have a Joyous Christmas
and a Healthy New Year.
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